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COLLECTORS  DEALERS  INVESTORS 

In  my  opinion,  one  of  the  greatest 
weaknesses  of  the  American  Collector 
is  the  extreme  lack  of  knowledge  of 
numismatics,  and  even  of  coins  in  their 
own  collections. 

Their  reluctance  to  buy  books,  and 
to  use  them  after  they  do  have  them,  is 
understandable  but  certainly  not  com- 
plimentary. Contrary  to  popular  opin- 
ion, I believe  books  are  the  best  in- 
vestment any  collector  can  make 

Over  the  years,  some  of  my  best 
purchases  have  been  from  collectors 
as  well  as  dealers  who  did  not  know 
what  they  were  selling.  This  would 
not  have  been  possible  had  they  read 
and  studied  the  easily  available  re- 
ference books  on  the  subject. 

No  one  person  can  be  an  expert  in  all 
fields  but  the  knowledge  and  experience 
of  experts  is  available  in  nearly  every 
series,  in  easy-to-understand  book 
form. 

Every  collector  should  include  at 
least  a small  working  library  in  his 
program.  Not  only  in  the  series  he 
collects,  but  in  numismatics  in  general 
Aside  from  the  personal  satisfaction 
that  comes  from  such  knowledge,  it 
will  also  make  it  possible  for  him  to 
buy  and  collect  more  intelligently. 

In  this  issue  we  are  offering  a list 
of  books  that  are  really  a "must"  for 
every  serious  collector  and  dealer. 

And  in  order  to  stimulate  more  know- 
ledge in  numismatics,  we  are  offering 
several  groups  of  these  at  special 
prices. 


SOME  PEOPLE  WOULD  RATHER 
GUESS  AT  MUCH  THAN  ENDEAVOR 
TO  LEARN  A LITTLE. 


1849 

1851 

1851 

1851 

1851 

1852 

1853 
1853 

1853 

1854 

1854 

1854 

1855 

1855 

1856 
1856 

1856 

1857 
1859 
1861 
1862 
1873 
1880 
1889 


GOLD  DOLLARS 

Open  Wreath,  Abt.Unc...  $ 

Unc,  mint  lustre 

Pract.  Uncirculated 

V.  Fine  20.  00;  Ext.  Fine.  . . 

0 Mint,  Ext.  Fine 

X.  Fine  23. 50;  Abt.  Unc .... 

Abt.Unc,  mint  lustre 

V.  Fine  20.  00;  Ext.  Fine.  . . 

0 Mint,  choice  V.  Fine 

Small,  choice  Ext.  Fine.  . . . 
TYPE  #2 

Abt.Unc,  mint  lustre 

Ext.  Fine,  choice 

Uncirculated,  rare 

Abt.  Uncirculated,  choice. . 

TYPE  #3 


US.  CJJ  & 


Volume  13-3 


Slanting  5,  Unc 

V.  Fine  22.50;  Abt.Unc. 
Upright  5,  Abt.  Unc. . . . 
V.  Fine  22.50;  Abt.Unc. 
Ext.  Fine  to  Abt.  Unc. . . 
V.  Fine  22. 50;  Ext.  Fine. 

Choice  Br.  Unc 

Open  3,  Br.  Unc 

Br.  Proof (36  struck).  . . 
Brilliant  Uncirculated.  . . 


1850 

1852 

1853 
1871 
1873 

1875 

1876 

1891 

1892 

1894 

1895 
1895 


Double  Eagles 

First  Year,  Ext.  Fine.  . . . 

0 Mint,  Very  Fine 

0 Mint,  V.  Fine  plus 

Ext . Fine,  rare 

Unc,  mint  lustre 

S Mint,  Choice  Unc 

S,  Ext.  Fine,  mint  lustre.  . 

S,  Choice  Br.  Unc 

S Mint,  Abt.  Unc 

Brilliant  Uncirculated 

Choice  Br.  Unc 

S,  Unc,  mint  lustre 


27.50 

27.50 
25.00 

23.50 
25.00 
25.00 
25.00 

22.50 
25.00 

25.00 

50.00 

45.00 

60.00 

45.00 

28.50 

25.00 

30.00 

25.00 

25.00 

25.001 

30.00 

32.50 
150.00 

35.00 


90.00 

75.00 

90.00 
125.00 

67.50 

67.50 

52.50 

62.50 
50.  00 

50.00 

52.50 
52.50 


oind 

Double  Eagles 

1897  Choice  Uncirculated 50.00 

1900  S Mint,  Choice  Unc 50.00 

1901  S Mint,  Choice  Unc 52.50 

1904  Brilliant  Uncirculated 47.50 

1907  Ext.  Fine,  mint  lustre 45.00 

1907  D,  Abt.  Unc,  Proof  surface. . 52.  50 

ST.  G AUDENS  TYPE 

1907  Roman  Numerals  MCMVII. 

Choice  Uncirculated,  wire  edges. 

Very  slight  edge  nick.  Scarce.  . 350.  00 

1908  No  motto,  Abt.  Unc $ 45.  00 

1908  D,  No  motto,  Abt.  Unc 45.00 

1909  S,  Abt.  Unc,  mint  lustre. . . 48.50 

1911  D,  Choice  Abt.Unc 47.50 

SPECIAL  OFFERING 

of 

U.S.  GOLD  COINS 

FOR  THE  TYPE  COLLECTOR 

Our  Choice  of  Dates 
Want  Lists  on  Common  Dates  Accepted. 


VF-XE 


UNC. 


$1.00  Small $ 20.00  $27.50 

$1.00  Lg.  #2 42.50  60.00 

$1.00  Type  #3 22.50  30.00 

$2. 50  Liberty  .. . 20.00  25.00 

$2.50  Indian 15.00  17.50 

$3.00  Gold 90.00  125.00 

$5. 00  Liberty. .. . 15.00  18.50 

$5.00  Indian 13.75  17.50 

$10.  00  Liberty. . . 25.00  32.50 

$10.00  Indian  .. . 25.00  30.00 

$20.  00  Liberty  . . 43.50  50.00 

$20.  00  St. Gaudens  43.50  46.50 

(The  above  are  selected  collector's 
items.  . . .not  just  run -of- the -mine 
coins.  You  MUST  be  satisfied. ) 


THE  "IDES  OF  MARCH"  COIN 

Marcus  Junius  Brutus,  a descendant 
of  Rome's  first  Consul  and  murderer- 
hero  of  the  famous  sixth  century  tyrant 
Tarquinius  Superbus,  was  supervisor 
of  the  mint  under  Julius  Caesar  when 
the  latter  started  out  on  his  big  career 
around  58  B.  C. 

During  the  last  year  of  Caesar's  rule 
Brutus  became  one  of  the  champions 
of  a free  republic  and  on  March  15, 

44  B.  C. , too,  part  in  the  murder  that 
killed  the  dictator  but  did  not  bring 
back  freedom. 

The  story  is  famous  and  well  known. 
Less  known  is  the  fact  that  there  were 
two  Bruti  taking  part  in  the  knifing  -- 
Marcus  and  Decimus.  The  whole  thing 
was  well  planned  and  executed  accord- 
ing to  schedule  in  front  of  Pompey's 
statue  and  in  full  view  of  the  crovd. 

It  seems  that  all  the  conspirators 
struck  simultaneously,  although  see- 
ing Brutus  in  the  crowd  may  have 
startled  Caesar  most  of  all  and 
prompted  him  to  ask,  "Even  you, 
Brutus.?" 

According  to  Shakespeare,  the  exact 
wording  seems  to  have  been,  "Et  tu, 
Brute?"  but  according  to  others,  "Tu 
quoque,  mi  fili"  was  said.  From  that 
second  version  originates  the  story 
that  Brutus  was  Caesar's  illegitimate 
son,  although  "filius"  would  not 
necessarily  indicate  an  actual  rela- 
tionship, but  could  just  as  well  be  an 
expression  of  fondness. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  there  is  actual 
proof  in  existence  today  that  the  "Ides 
of  March"  meant  something  by  them- 
selves, even  in  ancient  times.  A silver 
Denarius  struck  in  Greece  by  Brutus’s 
lieutenant,  L.Cestius,  shows  the 
liberator's  head  on  one  side  and  two 
daggers --symbol  of  the  glorified 
murder- -on  the  other  side,  accom- 
panied by  the  inscription,  "EID  MAR,  " 
meaning  "On  the  Ides  of  March.  " 

Just  when  this  coin  --of  which  only 
a handful  is  known  is  exist  --  was 
issued,  is  not  known.  Some  place  its 
issue  after  Brutus’s  death,  some  into 
the  reign  of  Galba;  others  think  the 
coin  a Renaissance  idea,  but  the  com- 
monly accepted  version  is  that  the  coin 
was  issued  contemporaneously  in 
43  B.C. 

There  are  few  coins  in  existence 
that  have  a greater  historical  signifi- 
cance than  this  piece  because  it  shows 
us  the  entire  direction  of  thought  then 
prevailing  in  connection  with  the 
murder. 


Numismatic 

GUIDE  BOOK  OF  U.  S.  COINS,  13th 
Edition  1960.  The  most  up-to-date 
reference  book  on  United  States 
coin  values $ 1.  75 

HANDBOOK  OF  U.  S.  COINS,  17th 
Edition  1960.  A good  buying 
guide 1.  00 

THE  EARLY  COINS  OF  AMERICA, 
by  Crosby.  Still  the  standard 
reference  book  on  our  Colonial 
series.  Deluxe  reprint 25.00 

PAPER  MONEY  OF  THE  UNITED 
STATES,  3rd  Edition,  by  Robert 
Friedberg.  Catalogues  and  illustrates 
all  Currency  issued  from  1860  to 
date.  Gives  up-to-date  valuations. 

Also  covers  Fractional  Currency 
and  Encased  Postage  Stamps.  A 
really  outstanding  reference 
book 12. 50 

GOLD  COINS  OF  THE  WORLD,  by 
Friedberg.  Catalogues  and  illustrates 
all  Gold  coins  issued  from  600  A.D. 
to  date.  Over  2,  700  illustrations, 
nearly  400  pages.  A deluxe 
volume 15.00 

(SPECIAL  - These  two  books  by 
Robert  Friedberg  ....  $25. 00) 

PENNY  WHIMSEY,  by  Dr.  Sheldon 
and  Associates.  The  latest  work  on 
Large  Cents  1793-1814  with  up-to- 
date  valuations 12.50 

U,  S,  PATTERN,  TRIAL  AND 
EXPERIMENTAL  PIECES,  by  Adams 
and  Woodin.  The  original  reference 
on  this  series 7.50 

U.  S.  PATTERN,  TRIAL  AND 
EXPERIMENTAL  PIECES,  by 
Dr.J.  Hewitt  Judd.  A revised  refer- 
ence with  many  additions  and  valua- 
tions. Fully  illustrated 10.00 

(SPECIAL  - These  two  Pattern 
books $15.  00) 

EUROPEAN  CROWNS  SINCE  1800, 
by  Davenport.  Describes  and  illus- 
trates over  400  types.  The  recog- 
nized authority 5.00 

GERMAN  TALERS,  1700-1800,  by 
Davenport.  Over  400  pages  listing 
and  illustrating  nearly  1,  000 
different  types.  Nicely  bound.  . . 7.50 

GERMAN  TALERS  SINCE  1800,  by 
Davenport.  Lists  and  illustrates 
about  500  different  types.  The 
standard  reference  on  this  series.  5.00 

(SPECIAL  - The  above  three 
Davenport  books  on  Crowns 
and  Talers $15.00) 


Publications 

MODERN  WORLD  COINS, 3rd  Edition 
by  Yeoman.  Lists  coins  in  all  metals 
for  the  past  100  years  with  over 
3,  000  illustrations.  The  most  com- 
prehensive catalogue  of  its  kind, 
nicely  bound 4.00 

COINS  OF  THE  WORLD,  20th  Century 
by  Wayte  Raymond.  Lists  and  illus- 
trates coins  of  all  countries  from 
1901  through  1954.  Complete  with 

valuations 5.00 

COINS  OF  BIBLE  DAYS 
By  Florence  Aiken  Banks 
This  is  an  enlightening  as  well  as 
entertaining  book  about  coins  in  cir- 
culation during  the  Biblical  period. 
Presented  in  an  interesting  manner, 
easily  understandable  to  the  layman. 
Coins  are  well  illustrated  and  anyone 
interested  in  the  Bible  will  enjoy  it. 

Price,  Postpaid : . . $ 4.75 

HARD  TIMES  TOKENS,  by  Low.  1956 
Reprint,  full  illustrated  with  indication 
of  current  retail  prices $ 10.  00 

TRANSPORTATION  TOKENS,  Uni  ted 
States  and  Canada,  by  Atwood.  Every 
known  Transportation  Token  de- 
scribed and  priced.  Nicely  bound.  7. 50 

GOLD  AND  PLATINUM  COINAGE  OF 
IMPERIAL  RUSSIA,  1701-1911.  By 
H.  M.  Severin.  Only  such  reference 
work  in  English  language;all  types, 
varieties,  mints,  rarities  and  hitherto 
unpublished  specimens  from  Peter  I 
through  Nicholas  II.  About  200  illus- 
trations, current  price  list,  both.  10.  00 
JAPANESE  COINAGE,  by  Jacobs  and 
Vermule.  Profusely  illustrated.  List 
of  valuations 10.00 

OUTLINE  OF  ANCIENT  GREEK  COINS 
by  Z.  H.  Klawans.  Author  has  accom- 
plished a great  task  in  so  ably  out- 
lining this  vast  series.  208  pages, 
fully  illustrated,  deluxe  bound. . . 3.50 
READING  AND  DATING  ROMAN 
IMPERIAL  COINS,  by  Zander  Klawans 
1953.  This  book  makes  it  an  easy 
task  to  read  and  date  Roman 
Imperial  Coins,  fully  illustrated-  2.00 

CONFEDERATE  AND  SOUTHERN 
STATES  CURRENCY,  by  Criswell. 

An  excellent  presentation;numerous 
errors  corrected,  many  additional 
notes  illustrated.  Valuations 
given 7.50 

HAWAIIAN  COINS,  TOKENS  AND 
PAPER  MONEY,  by  Maurice  Gould. 

The  colorful,  hi  story  of  our  50th 
State  unfolded  with  a thorough  des- 
cription of  coins  and  paper  money. 
Illustrated,  valuations 1.00 
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CHINA'S  "NATIONAL"  DOLLAR 


CANADIAN 

Silver  Dollars 

GEORGE  V,  1911-1936 
1935  Comm.  25th  year  of  reign. 


Choice  Brill.  Unc $ 5.00 

1935  Same,  Pract.  Unc 3.00 

1936  Regular  issue,  Br.  Unc...  6.00 

GEORGE  VI,  1937-1952 

1938  Very  scarce,  Br.  Unc 25.00 

1938  X.  Fine  9. 00;  Abt.Unc 15.00 

1939  Comm.  King  and  Queen  visit. 

Abt.Unc.  3.00;  Br.Unc 4.25 

1945  Choice  Br.  Unc,  rare 25.00 

1945  Unc,  usual  abrasions 17.50 

1946  Choice  Br.  Unc 12.50 

1947  Maple  leaf,  Br.  Unc 65.00 

1949  "Newfoundland"  Comm.B.U.  3.75 

1950  Choice  Br.  Unc 4.50 


1950  Two  water  lines,  Br.  Unc.  . . 7.50 

1951  Abt.Unc.  2.00;  Br.Unc 3.50 

1952  No  Water  lines,  Br.  Unc.... 12. 50 
1952  Water  lines,  ChoiceBr.  Unc.  3.50 


ELIZABETH  II , 1953  - 

1953  Wire  edge,  Br.  Unc 3.00 

1953  Wide  flat  edge,  Br.Unc...  5.00 

1954  Brilliant  Uncirculated 4.00 


1955  Brilliant  Uncirculated 3.50 


"Revaluation  of  gold  only  solu- 
tion to  trade  with  U.  S.  A.  " 

--Paris  Times 

"Congressman  introduces  "bill" 
to  raise  price  of  gold.  " 

--Wall  Street  Journal 
Our  Tip.  . ! BUY  GOLD!  It  has  in- 
trinsic value  as  well  as  numismatic. 


10  DOUBLE  EAGLES 

All  different  dates  or  mints. 
Liberty  or  St.Gaudens,  your  choice. 

10  pcs.  V.F.  to  Abt.Unc. . .$419.00 
10  pcs.  Fine-V.  Fine 399.50 

(We  can  furnish  approximately  forty 
different  dates  or  mints  at  these  prices] 


IF  YOU  HAVE 
COIHS  FOR  SALE- 

LETS  DO  BUSINESS  NOW 

During  the  past  year  our  sales  were 
over  a quarter  million  dollars,  not  in- 
cluding consigned  auction  material. 
This  is  a matter  of  record  with  the 
Internal  Revenue. 

Over  a third  of  the  material  sold 
was  purchased  from  other  dealers. 
This  is  not  unusual  as  we  have  always 
cooperated  with  legitimate  dealers  and 
will  continue  to  do  so.  The  point  we 
are  trying  to  make  is  this; 

WHY  DOUBLE  PROFITS  ? 

These  dealers  certainly  made  a profit 
on  the  material  and  we  couldn't  stay 
in  business  if  we  didn't.  In  many 
instances  we  know  of  coins  passing 
through  two  dealers'  hands  before  we 
bought  them.  Obviously  the  collector 
who  sold  them  did  not  receive  a fair 
price  for  his  collection;  otherwise 
they  could  not  be  re-sold  at  a profit 
by  two,  and  sometimes  three,  dealers. 

DEAL  DIRECT 

We  are  always  in  the  market  to  buy 
all  types  of  numismatic  material. 

Sure,  we  are  interested  in  rarities, 
but  we  are  even  more  interested  in 

the  "bread  and  butter"  material 

items  suitable  for  the  average  col- 
lector. This  constitutes  ninetypercent 
of  our  sales  and  any  idea  that  your 
collection  or  duplicates  might  be  in- 
signficant  or  of  no  interest,  is 
erroneous. 

Indications  are  that  we  will  need 
even  more  material  this  year  ...  so 

LET’S  DO  BUSINESS 
DEAL  DIRECT  AND  GET  THE 
TOP  PRICE 

PROOF  SETS 

CHOICE  BRILLIANT  COINS 
1936  Well  struck,  late  issue.  . .$  375.  00 


1937  A good  buy  at 150.  00 

1940  Becoming  scarce 45.00 

1941  SPECIAL 33.50 

1942,  6 pieces 32.50 

1950  (Paying  42.50) 52.50 

195 1(  " 21.00) 28.50 

1952  ( " 13.50) 18.50 

1953  ( " 8.50) 11.50 

1954  ( " 6.00) 8.75 

1955  ( " 6.00) 8.50 

1956  ( " 3.25) 4.25 

1957  ( " 2.50) 3.50 

1958  ( 6.25) 7.50 

1959  ( " 3.35) 4.25 

1960  (Immediate  delivery) 2.95 


During  the  nineteenth  century,  silver 
dollars  made  their  appearance  in  China 
and  for  many  years  these  coins,  issued 
mostly  by  provincial  governors,  strug- 
gled against  the  dominating  position  of 
the  Mexican  peso  and  other  foreign 
species. 

The  national  revolution  of  1912 
brought  the  first  portrait  dollar  into 
existence- -all  those  having  portraits 
of  earlier  rulers  are  inventions  and 
counterfeits.  The  1912  issues  were 
followed  by  others  and  the  provinces 
continued  striking  theirs. 

However,  the  liang  or  tael  system 
of  using  silver  by  weight  still  continued 
and  in  order  to  create  a national  and 
reliable  system,  a dollar  current  in  all 
of  China  was  decreed  and  struck  in 
1932,  the  eleventh  year  of  the  Republic. 
This  dollar  has  the  portrait  of  Dr.  Sun 
Yat-Sen,  the  founder  of  the  Republic, 
and  the  value  of  one  yuang  on  the  other 
side,  accompanied  by  a Chinese  junk 
with  a rising  or  setting  sun  and  three 
birds  overhead.  The  1933  and  1934 
issues  are  exactly  alike  save  for  the 
sun  and  birds  which  have  been  elimi- 
nated. 


Many  stories  and  speculations  have 
been  overheard  ever  since  as  to  the 
reason  for  this  change.  Some  people 
state  that  the  Chinese  thought  the  birds 
were  Japanese  planes  and  the  sun 
Japan's  emblem.  Still  others  just  think 
the  setting  sun  was  against  the  spirit 
of  the  Republic. 

Some  of  this  may  be  true  and  purely 
artistic  consideration  might  have  played 
a major  part  as  well  --  whatever  the 
case  may  be,  the  national  dollar  soon 
became  obsolete  due  to  the  rising  tide 
of  inflation. 


CANADA 

SPECIAL 

GOLD  SOVEREIGNS 

1911  Abt. Unc. $16. 75;Br.Un.  .19.75 

1917  Abt.Unc.  18. 75;Br.Un..  23.50 

1918  Abt.Unc.  18. 75;Br.Un..  23.50 

1919  Abt.Unc.  19. 25;Br. Unc.  24.50 

THE  4 PIECES 

Abt.Unc.  69.50;  Unc 83.75 


FRANKLIN  HALVES 

COMPLETE  SETS 

1948-1959-D  Uncirculated,  strictly  so, 
from  bank-wrapped  rolls  or  Federal 
Reserve  bags.  Mostly  brilliant. 

This  Unc.  Set  of  27  Half  Dollars 
in  Popular  Album 

SPECIALLY  PRICED $47.50 

**************:(: 

SPECIAL  SELECTED  SET 

1948-1959-D  Gem  Brill.  Uncirculated, 
specially  selected.  In  many  cases  we 
were  only  able  to  use  one  or  two  coins 
for  these  sets  out  of  a complete  roll. 

27  Gem  Halves  in  Popular  Album. 
Worth  The  Difference  ....  $60.  00 

C©MPlLiTi  SITS 

ROOSEVELT  DIMES 

1946  through  1959 -D,  all  dates  and 
mints,  Choice  Brilliant  Uncirculated. 
These  38  choice  Dimes  are  in  a 
Popular  Album. 

VERY  SPECIAL  PRICE $39.50 

(35  Sets  for  sale  at  this  price) 
***************** 

DELUXE  SET 

1946-1959-D,  all  Gem  Uncirculated 
except  the  1950  through  1959  Phila. 
which  are  Brilliant  Proofs.  This  Set, 
in  special  leatherette  holder.  For 
those  who  want  the  very  best. 

Reasonably  priced $62.50 

LINCOLN  CENTS 

1935  through  1959 -D  Choice  Br.  Unc. 
Complete  Set,  all  dates  and  mints. 


71  Choice  Pieces $27.50 

1940  Through  1959 -D  Brill.  Unc. 
Choice  Set,  56  Pcs $14.75 


SPANISH  AMERICAN  WAR 
SILVER  MEDALS 

Commemorating  50th  Anniversary  of 

1.  Destruction  of  Battleship  Maine 

2.  Battle  of  Manila  Bay 

3.  Fight  for  San  Juan  Hill 

4.  Destruction  of  Spanish  Fleet 
Issued  by  American  Commemorative 

Society  in  1948  at  $2.50  each,  or 
$8.  00  per  set.  Commemorative  Half 
Dollar  size  --  32  mm. 

Brilliant  polished  Proof  finish. 
SPECIAL,  Set  of  4 coins . . $6.  75 


Something  New 

PLASTIC  ENVELOPES 


Clear  polyethylene,  pliable  and  guar- 
anteed not  to  crack  or  dry  out.  These 
long  flap  envelopes  give  maximum 
protection  against  chemical  action 
which  causes  tarnish,  spotting,  etc. 
Coins  can  be  displayed  without  ex- 
posure. Made  to  hold  the  large  size 
Silver  Dollar  and  most  Crowns,  but 
will  still  fit  easily  into  a 2x2  envelope. 

We  are  now  using  these  for  all  our 
Uncirculated  and  Proof,  as  well  as 
choice  coins.  Something  collectors 
and  dealers  have  been  needing  for 


years. 

100  Envelopes $2.50 

500  Envelopes 11.25 

1000  Envelopes 20.  00 


(Prices  Postpaid) 


WORLD  WAR  I 

MILITARY  MEDAL  - WITH  RIBBON 

Citizens  Award  for  patriotic  service, 
United  States  Forces. 

Lewis  County  - New  York 
Bronze  - New  and  Clean 
POSTPAID $1.50 


ATHENS  479-404  B.  C. 

Tetradrachm 

Head  of  Athena.  Reverse:  Owl  and 
inscription.  A fine  example  of  archaic 
style. 

Very  Fine,  SPECIAL. .$22.50 

COINS  WITH  BAD 
LATIN  INSCRIPTIONS 

Any  scholar  of  Latin  knows  that  the 
Romans  spoke  Latin;  in  fact,  all  sorts 
of  Latin.  The  language  heard  around 
500  B.  C. , and  its  successor  around 
200  A.D.,  hardly  sounded  the  same. 

Italian,  the  modern  language  based 
on  Latin,  did  not  just  come  into  being 
at  one  stroke.  It  grew  slowly  and 
gradually  out  of  ancient  Latin,  just  as 
a child  grows  into  a man. 

The  Latin  used  during  the  Republican 
period  of  Rome  is  generally  called  the 
Latin  of  the  Golden  Era.  Around  the 
time  of  the  reign  of  Augustus,  the  so- 
called  silver  era  begins  and  the 
language  is  no  longer  as  pure  or  pro- 


LATIN  INSCRIPTIONS 
(Continued) 

nounced  quite  the  way  itis  written. 

Then,  gradually,  foreign  words  enter 
because  of  Rome's  far-flung  provinces 
and  some  very  good  Latin  words  are 
not  only  mispronounced  but  eventually 
also  misspelled. 

Until  200  A.D. , misspellings  on 
coins  are  rare  and  confined  to  the 
mints  that  normally  would  know  another 
language.  Antioch,  a Greek  city,  or 
Viminacium,  in  today's  Romania, 
were  not  too  familiar  with  proper 
Latin  spelling  at  any  time.  But  by  the 
middle  of  the  3rd  Century  A.  D. , we 
find  what  looks  like  wrong  spellings 
on  the  coins  made  in  Rome  proper. 

The  question  as  to  whether  these  were 
really  errors  at  the  time,  is  a moot 
one.  It  simply  was  a more  advanced- - 
or,  rather,  a more  delapidated,  form 
of  Latin. 

The  missing  link  to  early  Italian 
can  be  found  on  some  of  the  coins  of 
this  era.  For  instance,  the  title  of 
the  crown  prince,  Princeps  Iuventutis, 
is  often  found  spelled  Iubentutis,  and 
names  ending  with  "ius"  often  lack 
the  "i.  " A startling  example  is  a sil- 
ver or  billon  Antoninian  or  double 
Denarius  of  Emperor  Gallienus  who 
ruled  between  253  and  268  A.  D. 

During  his  time,  Rome  sank  to  her 
lowest  state,  both  politically  and  eco- 
nomically. In  the  early  part  of  his 
reign,  the  coins  at  least  looked  like 
silver  and  since  Gallienus  managed  a 
few  early  successes  in  the  field, 
victory  issues  are  common. 

When  Gallienus  built  and  dedicated 
a new  altar  in  the  temple  of  Jupiter 
as  a gesture  of  gratitude  for  his  suc- 
cesses on  the  river  Rhine,  a series  of 
coins  was  issued  to  commemorate  the 
event.  On  the  obverse  we  see  the  head 
of  Gallienus  wearing  the  radiate  crown 
and  on  the  reverse,  the  statue  of 
Jupiter  standing  upon  the  altar.  In- 
scribed on  the  altar  are  the  words 
IMP  CES.  This  is  an  abbreviation  of 
" By  the  Emperor  Caesar.  " Caesar 
is  now  spelled  Cesar.  In  Italian, 
the  spelling  is  Cesare.  This  coin 
proves  that  Latin  gradually  changed 
into  Italian. 

--  Hans  Holzer 

ROME,  253-268  A.  D. 

Antoninianus,  silver.  Gallienus  in 
radiate  crown.  Rev:  Jupiter  on 
inscribed  altar,  as  referred  to  in 


article.  >■ 

Choice  Vepy  Fine $5.00 

Fine-Very  Fine 3.00 


